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Chile Profile

Population :17.4 million

Area :756,096 sq km (291,930 sq miles)

Major language  :Spanish

Major religion: Christianity

Life expectancy: 76 years (men), 82 years (women)

Currency :Chilean peso

Chile is the best evaluated economy in Latin America and, indeed, one of the best Evaluated emerging economies worldwide. Its hallmark stability, transparency and competitiveness and excellent business prospects position it not only as the best destination for foreign investment in Latin America but also as one of the most outstanding in the world.

In its World Investment Report 2016, UNCTAD ranked Chile as the world´s 17th largest recipient of foreign direct investment in 2015. With an inflow of $20.2 billion in 2015, Chile took third place in Latin America after Brazil and Mexico.

Chile’s open economy, combined with an active policy of bilateral, regional and multilateral trade agreements, has underpinned a sustained increase in foreign trade in goods and services and in the country’s international competitiveness, consolidating its position as an active international partner. Chile has signed trade agreements with more than 60 countries, expanding its domestic market of 16.6 million inhabitants to one of over 4,302 million potential consumers around the world (representing 85.7% of global GDP and 63% of the world’s population).
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Why invest in Chile

Chile is also an attractive country in which to do business because of its highly open economy. It has signed 23 free trade agreements with 60 countries, which collectively represent more than 86% of the world's GDP, and holds double taxation agreements with 24 countries, including the United Kingdom.

Chile's advantages as a place in which to do business have been further highlighted by the Doing Business 2012 Report. According to this report Chile is the easiest Latin America economy in which to do business ranking 56 places above the regional average, and its performance on protecting investors and starting a business are among the best in the world.

A Reliable Partner

Chile is a safe and reliable place in which to do business. This is borne out by risk ratings agencies which have maintained their high ratings for Chile, highlighting its low level of public debt, the health of its financial system and its solid institutions.

A Competitive Country

Chile has a consolidated position as Latin America's most competitive economy. This is mainly due to its sustained economic growth and openness to trade which have set it apart internationally as a free and dynamic market. Its performance is reflected in the rankings of institutions that monitor countries' competitiveness. In the 2012 World Competitiveness Yearbook published by the Institute for Management Development (IMD), Chile took 28th place out of 59 economies, maintaining its leadership within Latin America.

Attractive Business Climate

Thanks to its political and economic stability, legal security and excellent growth prospects, Chile has maintained an attractive and dynamic business climate for investors. Its openness to trade is demonstrated through the 23 free trade agreements it holds with 60 countries. According to Forbes' annual Best Countries for Business list, Chile is the best-positioned country in Latin America (ranked number 17 overall). In this position, Chile is among the 20 best economies to do business in.

A Transparent Country

Chile is known for its transparency and this is reflected in international rankings that highlight the low level of corruption in the country and, particularly, its finances, due to government efforts to raise standards in administration of the state. In Transparency International's 2011 Corruption Perceptions Index, Chile obtained a score of 7.2 points, ranking among the 25 best-placed economies
	Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 
 

	Section I. Food Laws: 
The Agriculture and Livestock Service (Servicio Agricola y Ganadero - SAG) of the Ministry of Agriculture notifies the changes in plant & animal health legislation to the WTO, partly because the notification office is located in this ministry. Changes in Ministry of Health’ requirements are reported more sporadically, as these are communicated through the Ministry of Agriculture’s office. 
SAG is responsible for enforcing Chile’s import regulations concerning alcoholic beverages, organic foods, animal and plant quarantine, and the grading and labeling of beef and some processed food products both for human and animal consumption including pet food, feed and feed supplements. 

The Ministry of Health is responsible for food sanitation, including meat and poultry and the approval of food ingredients, labels, and packaging of processed foods. The Ministry is currently bringing Chile’s food sanitation regulations into conformity with CODEX standards.
Section II. Labeling Requirements: 
All imported products shall comply with all labeling provisions hereunder. Any information required hereunder and not included on the original label, not in Spanish, or not shown as provided hereunder, shall be added on a label affixed permanently to the container, of adequate size and location, and including at least the information on the original label. 

Importers who are importing food products in the Metropolitan Region (Santiago) should submit labels to the Secretaria Regional Ministerial de Salud (SEREMI de Salud) Bulnes 194, Santiago for review and approval prior to importation. For other Regions importers have to submit requests to their Regional SEREMI de Salud offices. 

Labels must be in Spanish, but the information may be repeated in another language. Sticker labels may be used, but must first be approved. Labels must bear the following information: 

1. Name of the food product. 

2. Net content in metric units. Net content stated in units of the metric system or the international system using the unit symbol or the complete word. Net content figures shall not be accompanied by any ambiguous term. Food items packed in a liquid medium shall carry, in addition to net content, a statement giving the drained weight of the item in units of the metric system or international system. 

3. Name or company name and address of the manufacturer, packer, distributor, or importer, as appropriate. 

4. Country of Origin shall be stated clearly on domestic as well as imported products. [If processing in Chile results in a change in the product’s physical, chemical, biological or organic properties, it is considered a local product for labeling purposes. If the product is only repackaged in Chile, both this fact and the country of origin must be indicated.] 

5. Number and date of resolution together with the name of the health agency responsible for authorizing the establishment processing or packing the item or authorizing import. 

6. Date of manufacture or packing date. [A production lot code may be used.] 

7. Expiration date, or shelf life (in terms of days, months or years). Items where processing date is given with the lot key number shall show duration by stating the expiry date, while items specifying the processing date may use either expiry date or term of duration. All items stated to be of “indefinite duration” must show the date when processed. 

8. List of all ingredients in decreasing concentration, including quantity or percent. 

List of all additives in decreasing concentration. 

10. List of ingredients shall include any food additive used in the raw materials and other ingredients of a food item and 
Section 3 Pesticides and Other Contaminants: 

Chile follows the Codex guidelines for pesticide residues on food. The Ministry of Health is responsible for establishing tolerance levels allowed in food products for pesticide residues, heavy metals, and mycotoxin and microbiological contamination and enforces the regulations. There are no mandatory quality certification standards for fruits and vegetables. There are no mandatory quality certification standards for fruits and vegetables.  

Wine, Beer and Other Alcoholic Beverages:
The wine and alcoholic beverage industries are regulated by the Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero. Labels on wine may indicate origin, variety of grape, and year of harvest when at least 75% of the grapes used to produce the wine fit the description used. The expression "Estate Bottled" or similar expressions may be used when the wine comes from grapes grown on lands owned or rented by the vineyard and located in the same geographical area as the denomination of origin. SAG’s authority to enforce the labeling law is found under law No. 18.455. 

Section 4 Import Procedures: 

Customs Clearance 

A local agent or importer is absolutely necessary to clear food products for sale and distribution in Chile. Food shipments must obtain a Certificate of Use and Disposal from the Ministry of Health on a case-by-case basis before the product is released by customs for sale in Chile. The Ministry of Health has 100% inspection requirement and a high percentage of sampling and analysis although their processing time is relatively efficient and the cost for the service is nominal. The U.S. government is working with the Ministry of Health to develop a database that will facilitate trade and reduce duplicate testing analysis. 

The procedure for obtaining permission to import food products begins in the Health Service Office at the port of entry. For example, if the port of entry is “Comodoro Arturo Merino Benitez” airport (Santiago’s International Airport), clearance is handled by SESMA (Metropolitan Environmental Health Service, web site: www.asrm.cl). 

The first step is to request “customs destination approval”, which authorizes the retrieval of the products from Customs and their transfer to bonded storage, where they must be stored intact and separate from other goods pending sampling and inspection by health authorities. Obtaining “customs destination approval” usually takes 72 hours (3 working days). 

Required Documents: 

1. The original and five (5) copies of the Customs Destination Form #2003 (“Solicitud Certificado Destinacion Aduanera”). 

2. A photocopy of the resolution certifying to the sanitary condition of the warehouse to which the products will be moved upon leaving customs. 

3. Air waybill, ocean bill of lading, or product invoice. 

Recommended Documents for Facilitating Clearance 

1. A certificate of analysis of microbiological quality, and/or physical chemical analysis. 
2. A Health Certificate and/or Certificate of Free Sale issued by a recognized public health department in the country of origin confirming that the product is fit for human consumption, is sold freely throughout the country, and if processed, describing the product. 

3. A technical sheet. 

4. Labels or empty containers or packages. 

5. For irradiated foods: 

a) A certificate indicating the dosage level and a description of the packaging. 

b) A certificate issued by the competent government agency authorizing the plant to irradiate food products. 

c) A certificate recognizing that the plant is included in the international inventory of irradiation plants. 

Certificates issued in the country of origin should be completed in or translated into Spanish. Fees for sampling and conducting tests are calculated according to product weight in kilograms. 

Government Regulatory Agency Contacts: 

Sanitary/Phytosanitary (SPS) 

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG) 

Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales 

Avenida Bulnes 140, piso 5 

Santiago 

Tel: (562) 345-1571 

Fax: (56 2) 345-1578 

E-mail: rrii@sag.gob.cl 

Website: http://www.sag.cl/ 

Technical Barriers To Trade (TBT) 

Dirección de Relaciones Económicas Internacionales 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

Teatinos 180 piso 9 

Santiago 

Tel.: (56 2) 827-5100 

Fax: (56 2) 380-9494 

Sampling and Inspection of Imported Foods 

Servicio de Salud Metropolitano del Ambiente (SESMA) 

Av. Bulnes 174 

Santiago 

Tel.: (56 2) 399-2833 

Website: http://www.asrm.cl/ 

Compliance with Pesticide Residue Regulations 

Division Proteccion Agricola 

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG) 

Ministerio de Agricultura 

Av. Bulnes 140, piso 3 

Santiago 

Tel.: (56 2) 345-1201 

Fax: (56 2) 345-1203 

Website: http://www.sag.cl/ 

Mr. Carlos Pavletic 

Ministry of Health 

Mac-Iver 459 Piso 7º 

Santiago 

Tel.: (56 2) 574-0440 

E-mail: cpavletic@minsal.cl 

Chilean Standards 

Instituto Nacional de Normalización - INN 

Matias Couseiño 64, piso 6 

Santiago 

Tel.: (56 2) 445-8800 

Fax: (56 2) 441- 0429 

E-mail: info@inn.cl 

Website: http://www.inn.c

Shipping Routes to Chile from Trinidad and Tobago

PORT OF LOAD: PORT OF SPAIN

TRANSIT – APPROX 29 DAYS

ROUTING: PORT OF SPAIN – CAUCEDO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC – VALPARAISO, CHILE,

Port of Spain sailings are on Wednesdays.

PORT OF LOAD: POINT LISAS

TRANSIT – APPROX 25 DAYS

ROUTING: POINT LISAS – MANZANILLO, PANAMA – VALPARAISO, CHILE, 

Point Lisas sailings are on Mondays 

Please note that the frequency is weekly for both ports. 

The shipping lines are CMA CGM, HAPAG- LLOYD, and ZIM.
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